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   Monday      

February 21, 2022 

 

Russian Well Segment/Black Canyon Trail 
Prescott National Forest, BLM 

 

Approximately  77    Miles and 1 ½  Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”, 
 

Type:  Day Hike    Max Rtg/Pts:  3/1  Elev. Change:    328       Length:      9-10 miles    
       Start Time:     8:45 am     Duration:   5-6 hours       Max No of Part: 15   Last Scouted:   See note 

 
 

Major Hike:   
Cross-Country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options:   
Pass/Fees Required.:   
Restroom at Trailhead      Water at Trailhead       
 

Required Equipment:  water, hiking shoes, lunch/snacks, 
 
Recommended Equipment:  hiking poles, sun screen, hat, rain gear  
 Cautions and Special Preparations:   
 Description:   
Pre Hike:  Although this trail has been hiked on several occasions, it is the intent to scout it 
again on Feb 4, 2022 
 
Description: This 9-10 mile in and out hike starts in the Verde Ranger District of the Prescott 
National Forest in the northern section of the Black Canyon National Recreational Trail that 
has been expanded and is written up in Mare Czinar’s book Phoenix the Hike Book Volume 2.   
We will start at the Black Canyon Trail sign at the entrance of a large dirt lot 7.1 miles from 
the Orme/Dugas Road exit 268 off I-17.  This remote stretch of trail is dotted with juniper 
trees and wide-open range land where you will see corrals where cattle graze in or if lucky 
enough a deer darting among vistas of the Bradshaw Mountains to the west, Pine Mountain to 
the east, and the prominent peak of Copper Mountain to the southwest.  The route dips 
downhill along a rough road that exposes complex geology that attracted prospectors to mines 
with mineral rich volcanic deposits.   At the 2.9 mile point the trail encounters an intersection 
above the tiny oasis of the Russian Well outpost.   The left fork heads up to the Tri-Metals 
Mine, while the right spur continues down on the Black Canyon Trail to the well.  This site 
straddles Brushy Wash a deeply incised drainage where a working windmill pumps 
groundwater into a collection of tanks and an open-air water trough.  There is also a partially 
collapsed stone building that is surrounded by splintered timbers and metal scraps.    From 
Russian Wells the trail continues south on the route to the Copper Mountain Segment.  This 
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will be our turn around point. We will hike back up to the road junction and follow the 
opposite fork to the Tri-Metals Mine.  During its heyday this defunct Yavapai County prospect 
yielded silver, gold, copper and lead.  Disintegrating concrete foundation and oxidized detritus 
like nuts, bolts, and unidentified parts are scattered among the ruins.     
Moderate Pace to enjoy the scenery  
Dinner afterward at El Encanto Dos Mexican Restaurant, 1112 E. Carefree Highway if 
interested 
 
 

Driving Directions:  From Phoenix go north on I-17 to the Orme/Dugas Exit 268 north of Cordes 
Junction.  Turn left at the bottom of the off-ramp and follow Orme Road 7.1 miles to the 
trailhead on the left.   There is a black Canyon Trail sign at the entrance to a large dirt lot.  The 
hike begins at the trail post at the south side of the lot.  The road is maintained dirt suitable for 
all vehicles.  
 
For those who would like to carpool or caravan to the trailhead please meet at the MacDonalds 
in Tramonto at the intersection of I-17 and Carefree Hwy at 7:45 am.  Contact Victoria for 
details. 
 

 


